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Owen  Cunningham 

The  Tripartite  Pact  was  concluded  between  Jepanj 
Germany  and  Italy  on  27  September,  194^0. 

The  prosecution  alleged  that  it  was  an  extentlon 
or  revlwal  of  the  abortive  negotiotions  for  the  so-called 
"strengthening  of  the  Antl-C()j\3r3Ct".*i.'  ‘act,"  which  were 
conducted  between  tho  rij’ea  i  xn  193°  snd  1939, 

and  that  "this  pact  1^*  \U  e'.rrn’o  '•.un:.*ined  the  ultimate 
development  of  the  plot  rf  t':jt  powers  directed 

towerd  the  division  of  the  worlo  onl  the  establishment  of 
the  so-celled  "new  order."  V^e  will  show,  If  permitted, 
first t  That  the  Japanese  Government  coupletely  broke  off 
the  negotiations  for  the  "strengthening  of  the  Anti-Com¬ 
intern  Pact"j  second,  The  Germau-i'^ussien  Non- /feres slon 
Treaty  was  concluded  on  23  August  1939,  and  that  this 
treaty  caused  such  a  great  shock  In  Japan  as  to  bring 
about  the  downfell  of  the  Hlranuma  Cabinet,  As  a  result 
the  Japanese-German  relations  broke  off  completely* 

Extreme  anger  and  Irritation  felt  by  the  Japanese  Orvern- 
ment  and  the  military  at  this  bad  faith  of  Germany  was  the 
cause  of  this  rupture  In  relations.  There  was  no  contin¬ 
uity  as  alleged  by  the  prosecution  In  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  Japan  and  the  two  countries  of  Germany  and  Italy, 
this  will  be  conclusively  shown. 

This  point  will  be  corroborated  by  presenting  the 
documents  to  show  that  the  Cabinet  of  Abe  and.  Yonal  which 
succee^d  the  Hlranuma  Cabinet  took  up  as  the  primary  elm 
of  their  foreign  policy,  the  Improvement  of  Japanese- 
Amerlcan  relations,  '^hey  made  every  effort  to  attain 
this  objective  and  that  the  Japanese-German  relations  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  remained  extremely  cool.  The  efforts  of 
Japan  were  not  reciprocated  by  the  United  States,  Economic 
pressure  upon  Japan  Increased  by  the  U.S,A,  and  other 
countries  after  the  expiration  of  the  Japanese-Aaerlcan 
Commercial  treaty. 

The  German  victory  In  Europe  In  May  194^0  gave  Japan 
reason  to  fear  the  emergence  of  Germany  In  East  Asia  as 
successor  to  France  and  the  Netherlands,  The  coolness  of 
the  Japanese-German  relations  at  that  time  did  not  permit 
any  possibility  of  collaboration  of  the  two  countries  con¬ 
cerning  these  Far  Eastern  problems.  The  prosecution  has 
tendered  evidence  of  Japanese-German  contact  concerning 
the  question  of  Netherlands  East  Indies  and  French  Indo¬ 
china.  especially  canversatlon  between  Rlbbentrap  and  Sato, 
alleging  the  existence  of  collaboration.  It  will  be  proved 
that. these  facts  show  the  contrary.  Non-collaboration  be¬ 
tween  Japan  and  Germany,  It  will  also  be  shown  that  the 
negotiations  for  the  Tripartite  Pact  began  In  September 
19A0  under  the  Konoye  Cabinet,  and  not  In  June  of  the  same 
year  as  alleged  by  the  prosecution. 

The  prosecution  alleged  that  the  purpose  of  the 
Tripartite  Pact  was  the  establishment  of  the  so-called 
"new  A>rder",  which  had  for  Its  purpose  the  extlngulshaant 
of  democracy  throughout  the  world  and  the  subjugation  of 
all  the  nations  by  the  aggressive  states^ 
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,  In  rebuttal  of  this  charge  It  proved  that  the 

Japanese  uovernment  conclude  the  Tripartite  pact  for  the  ^ 
defensive  and  i^aceful  purpose  of  contributing  td  the  world 
peace;  Japan  wanted  ultimately  to  Imprdve  the  relations 
'*(awltMpall  ^untFies  o#  th#  w^ld«|p«spef^li|H>^h  the  U.S.i. 
on  the  basis  of  equality  and  mutual  respect*  She  thought 
it  necessery^  as  the  primary  step  for  it,  to  prevent  the 
deterioration  of  her  political  position  by  getting  out  of 
the  international  isolation  which  faced  her  at  that  time* 

After  the  failure  of  her  policy  of  direct  eppreach  to  the 
Anglo-Saxon  countries  end  facir:,<  th-?  r.bri'^v  of  conplete  In¬ 
ternational  Isolation  83  0  of  !i '-i  vcalng  American 

pressure,  Japea  raa  oompcUod  lo  t'lv  "u-ii^n  that  her 
ultimate  goal,  th?  r.ii t  r-f  Ino  American 

relations,  could  aac  co  avtdln.'c  v'I'-.hc»vo  i.-vat  improving 
her  Interna tibonal  poiiLJ  :o‘  f  joining  with 

other  countries,  even  if  dotr^e':  fhoiJ.d  there  be  in¬ 
volved,  this  oust  be  done  und.’i  rl.e  i i. lie .i'm clonal  circum¬ 
stances  then  prevalllhg,  Gera*3Viy  arJ  ll-ai'/  were  the  only 
countries  which  crul  be  ’<rcd  us  all/.cs.  That  the  Japanese 
Government  had  no  at^yr,  solve  pu.  pes-:  i.rcl  took  every  pre¬ 
caution  in  order  not  to  be  into  the  Kuropcen  war  as 

a  result  of  the  Tripartite  Pact  will  be  shown  by  the  official 
record  of  the  negotiations,  end  will  be  the  object  af  pert 
of  our  evidence* 

On  the  interpretation  of  the  teiyn  "new  order"  It  will 
be  shown  by  evidence  that  It  meant  the  establishment  of  a 
regional  organization  as  part  of  the  world  peace  program* 

It  was  not  aggressive  in  Its  nature.  It  was  not  In  violat¬ 
ion  of  any  existing  treaties  and  obligations*  Evidence 
be  tendered  proving  fantasy  of  the  allegation  that 
^*leadars  of^Japgn  and  ^rmanyivcon^mpla^d  amnouc^st  or  dlv- 
Islon  of  the  world*  As  to  the  prosecution's  charge  that 
the  pledge  of  mutual  assistance  aa  provided  In  the  Pact 
would  become  effective  automatically  it  will*  be  proved  that 
this  WPS  not  so* 

Concerning  the  Japaneae-Germen-Itallan  relations  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  Tripartite  Pact  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Pacifie  Var,  the  defense  will  prove  that  there  was  no 
cooperation  by  pointing  out  the  following  facta,  namely, 
that!  ’  ’ 

(1)  Germany  wanted  Japan  to  Join  the  war  against  Britain* 

(2)  Germany,  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Orrman-I^uaaian  war, 
wanted  Japan  to  go  against  Soviet  Russia  when  the  OerMn 
army  was  knocking  at  the  door  of  Moscow. 

(3)  Germany  did  no^  wish  a  Japaneac-Amcrican  war,  Japan 
acted  Independently  in  attacking  the  United  States* 

<'vi<5<‘Bce  presented  by  the  prosecution  with 
respect  to  the  Singapore  question  are  documents  ef  the  German 
Govern^nt.  which  by  their  own  nature  one-sided,  show  only 
“4.!'  ??  interpretation  of  that  Covern- 

the  recent  rulings  of  the  TrlbuMl 
end  objections  of  the  prosecution  should  be  totally  dlsregard- 

-  I*'?  ^pffMe  will  tender  evldcnee  that  Japan  always 

esalnat  Gejnan  request  to  enter  the  war 

These  requeotf  were  eontradletion  of  asaur- 

P?et  SI'!?"'  ‘‘K  coneloilon  »f  ?hf 

Pact*  It  will  be  clearly  shown  that  the  records  of  verlons 

^Jjj^“ced  by  the  prosecution  kept  by  thc^  * 

♦hi?  Office  were  not  official  or  aeewate.  end 

Itotluifel  telllns  Foreign  I  inis t” 

Itetauoka  the  truth  when  he  visited  Berlin  in  March  ft  April  1941* 
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Towards  Soviet  Russia ,  Japan  strove  to  maintain  a  frlandl,* 
relation  In  accordance  with  the  atlpulatlon  and  spirit  of  the 
Tripartite  Pact,  She  emphatically  Refused  repeated  German 
demands  to  Join  her  In  the  war  against  Soviet  Russia 4  Evidence 
will  also  be  tendered  to  show  that  Japan  considered  the  Ger¬ 
man  attack  on  Russia  which  occurred  In  spite  of  her  opposit¬ 
ion,  as  a  betrayal  on  the  part  of  Germany,  and  considered 
that  the  very  foundation  of  the  Tripartite  Pact  was  shattered 
by  this  act  of  Germany. 

The  prosecution  has  pointed  to  the  Japanese  occupation 
of  French  Indo-Chlna  and  Thailand  as  Instances  of  Japanese- 
German  collaboration.  It  will  be  shown,  that  in  the  solutions 
of  these  problems  Jrpan  did  not  utilize  German  pressure  on  the 
French  home  Government, 

Japanese-German  relations  experienced  further  set-back 
when  the  Japanese  Government  entered  In  Informal  negotiations 
with  the  In  ?prll  15^1,  Germany  entertained  doubts 

as  to  Japan's  Intentions,  end  reouested  that  Geimany  be  Inform¬ 
ed  of  the  facts  about  the  negotJ.rtions  and  be  permitted  to 
participate  in  them,  but  Japen  did  not  comply  with.  Evidence 
will  also  be  tendered  on  this  point. 

The  circumstances  which  compelled  Japan  to  decide  the 
war  with  U.S.A.  will  be  clarified  thoroughly  in  other  sub¬ 
divisions  of  this  phase. 

It  will  be  shown  that  the  Japanese  decision  resulted 
from  consideration  of  self-defense  Independently  of  any 
exterior  Influences,  not  to  mention  ^ny  consultation  with 
Germany  and  Italy,  and  that  Japan  did  not  expect  any  assiat- 
ance  or  help  from  the  two  countries  in  setting  up  her  plans' 
of  military  operations.  On  the  contrary,  Japan  kept  her  de¬ 
cision  to  fight  strictly  secret,  and  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbof 
was  most  complete  a  surprise  to  Germany,  to  which  fact  evidence 
will  be  tendered.  It  will  also  bo  shown  on  the  other  hand 
that  German  declaration  of  war  on  the  U.S.A.  was  not  connected 
with  the  Tripartite  Pact,  and  Germany  considered  herself  to  be 
de  facto  In  a  state  of  war  with  the  U.S,A,  since  the  "shoot 
at  sight"  order  of  President  r:oo8evclt  In  September  1941, 

Convincing  evidence  will  be  tendered  not  only  from 
Japanese  and  German,  but  also  from  Allied  sources, 'as  to  the 
fact  that  Japanese-Oerman-It alien  relations  during  the  war 
were  not  close,  making  the  military  convention  practically 
valueless,  end  that  In  contrast  to  the  Intimate  co-oparetion 
of  the  Allied  side,  politically,  economlcelly  and  militarily, 
Japan  and  the  two  countries  of  Germany  and  Italy  in  fact 
fought  separate  wars. 

It  should  be  observed  by  the  Tribunal  that  the  effect 
of  ^he  Italian  relationship  with  Germany  and  Japan  is  Ignored 
in  our  presentation  of  the  evidence.  History  has  already  shown 
that  Italy  was  Impotent  and  a  useless  ally,  and  even  In  the 
optomlstlo  evaluation  of  her  aid  In  any  cause  the  result  would 
hsve  to  be  nil.  The  fact  that  she  surrendered  In  1943  and  that 
Germany  surrendered  In  1945  and  that  Japen  surrendered  later 
precludes  any  necessity  of  Justifying  tr  explaining  No-8eparate 
Peace  Pact  mentioned  so  ofteji  by  the  prosecution  in  their  evid¬ 
ence. 


V/ith  the  permission  of  the  Tribunal  I  present  documents 
and  vitheasea  supporting  these  brief  statements. 
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